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SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Abraham Lincoln Week at LCS

Abraham Lincoln was an American lawyer,
politician, and statesman who served as the 16th
president of the United States from 1861 until his
assassination in 1865. Lincoln led the Union through
the American Civil War to defend the nation as a
constitutional union and succeeded in abolishing
slavery, bolstering the federal government, and
modernizing the U.S. economy. 

Headmaster's Message

Champion of Fairness
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

For 26 years, legions of Liberty students have
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scampered past a pair of wall plaques hanging in
the Plato Campus entryway. One bears the names
of Rose and Howard Kast among five original
families that took the biggest financial risks in our
fledgling charter school.  
 
Mr. Kast died last week at the age of 101. His
survivors include his wife Rose. His great-
granddaughter Reagan Reimers is now in Liberty’s
4th grade. Her aunts Amy and Holly went to Liberty
when it first opened. Their parents, Penny and
Peter Kast, are among the school’s founders who
are still quite active in its leadership today.

In the crucial moments and hardest days of Liberty’s
early history, it was Howard Kast whose financial
generosity made it possible to buy our flagship campus,
renovate it, and open its doors. Suffice it to say, his
monetary contribution was no small sum.
 
In return, he expected only that parents, faculty, and
administrators would likewise devote themselves to
doing whatever it takes to shepherd, maintain, and
expand the best possible school, one that would
properly educate his granddaughters and be a great
equalizer for any Colorado child who attends no matter
their circumstances.   
 
Mr. Kast’s is a compelling legacy of love and a rather
profound example of one who is gracious and lends,
who conducts his affairs with justice. His good deeds

helped launch a revolution in education that continues to benefit young American
scholars, as it will for generations to come. 
 
He was the salt of the earth whose graciousness helped set the lamp of Liberty high on a
lampstand to give light to all in the house. The wall plaque highlights “Champions of
Educational Excellence and Fairness,” and Howard Kast truly was a giant among them. 
 
May he rest in eternal peace. 

2022-2023 Important Dates

Fri 3 Feb 2023 | Winter Carnival | 5:30–7:30PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Sat 4 Feb 2023 | Loveland Classical Symposium | 9:00AM–3:00PM
Mon 6 Feb 2023 | Junto | 6:30–8:15PM | Aristotle Campus
Mon 6 Feb–Fri 10 Feb 2023  | Penny Wars | Plato Campus
Tue 7 Feb 2023| 1st- and 2nd-Grade Concert | 5:30PM and 6:30PM | Aristotle and Plato
Campuses
Fri 10 Feb 2023 | Free-Dress Day
Fri 10 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Mon 13 Feb–Fri 17 Feb 2023  | Volunteer-Appreciation Week
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day | No School
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President’s Day | No School
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | 6th-Grade Movie Night | 5:00–7:00PM | Plato Campus Agora
Mon 27 Feb 2023 | Integrity Character-Education Assembly | 8:15AM | Plato and Aristotle
Campuses
Mon 27 Feb–Fri Mar 3 2023 | Plato-Campus Bookfair
Tue 28 Feb 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
 
Thu 2 Mar 2023 | Parlor Night (Parents Only) | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
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Fri 3 Mar 2023 | Class/Group-Photo Day
Fri 3 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Wed 8 Mar 2023 | Liberty Gives Day
Fri 10 Mar 2023 | 6th-Grade Visit to LCHS | Full Day
Fri 10 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Sun 12 Mar 2023 | Daylight-Savings Time Begins
Sat 11 Mar–Sun 19 Mar 2023  | Spring Break | No School
Fri 24 Mar 2023 | 3rd Quarter Ends
Fri 24 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Tue 28 Mar 2023 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30PM | Aristotle and Plato
Campuses
Thu 30 Mar 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses

2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

Raise The Torch 

Double the Donation. Did you know that many employers will match your donation to
Liberty Common School? This is a great way for your giving to go the extra mile. Donate
to Raise the Torch today and during checkout, you’ll be presented with an opportunity to
search for your employer to see if they participate. Or, if you’ve already contributed,
search for your employer here to start the donation-matching process.

All-School News

Key Ceremony. LCHS Legion of XIII inductees visited the elementary-school campuses
last Friday to deliver white challenge keys to all kindergarten students. The seniors
challenged each student to be lifelong learners, graduate from Liberty Common School,
and join them in becoming members of the Legion of XIII in 2035. These students will
return their white keys twelve years from now at their induction ceremony in exchange for
the LEGIO XIII red key which is worn at graduation. Class photos from the day will be
available upon request from your child's teacher.

Citizenship Assembly. LCHS School
Captains Spencer Lynch and Grace
Williams presented at the character-
education assembly on Monday at the
Plato campus. The Captains got into
character as “Sam” and “Gertrude” while
performing skits to demonstrate how to
exemplify citizenship and answered
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questions about being student leaders.
Seen in a nearby photo, student-council
members used an acrostic poem to help
students remember what it means to be a
good citizen.

Junto Childcare Liberty’s Annual Junto is this Mon 6
Feb 2023 from 6:30–8:15PM at the Aristotle campus
(2130 West Horsetooth Road). There are still spots
remaining for parents to utilize free childcare for the
event. If you are planning to attend the event and would
like to take advantage of this opportunity, please email
Mrs. Jenna Allen to reserve a spot. Childcare is
available for children potty-trained through 12 years.

2023–2024 Calendar. The LCS Board of Directors formally adopted the 2023–2024
academic calendar last Thursday. The calendar is available to view on our website.
Major-event dates will be announced later this year. Significant calendar dates include:

First Day of Classes–Mon 21 Aug 2023
Winter Break–Mon 18 Dec–Fri 5 Jan 2024
Spring Break–Mon 11 Mar–Fri 15 Mar 2024
Last Day of Classes—Fri 24 May 2024

CMEA Performance. On Sat 28 Jan 2023, the LCHS Concert Band gave a spectacular
performance in Colorado Springs for the Colorado Music Educators Association annual
conference. The band was one of 20 music ensembles out of roughly 106 throughout
Colorado selected for this honor. The Liberty musicians played in the historic International
Center Ballroom under the direction of Mr. David Lunn, and performed with energy and
passion, creating a musical experience to remember. For more depth on this event,
please see Mr. Harkey’s column published nearby.

Plato Campus News
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https://k6.libertycommon.org/calendars/annual_calendar


Penny Wars. The Plato-campus Penny Wars kicks off Mon 6 Feb 2023 and runs through
Fri 10 Feb 2023. This year’s battle, hosted by the student council, will raise funds to help
build a new stone arch memoralizing the school’s foundation stones. Students are
encouraged to collect and bring spare change to school and battle their classmates for
bragging rights. Let the battle begin. 

Bookfair Volunteers. The Scholastic-Bookfair
Carnival at the Plato campus begins Mon 27 Feb
2023. Mrs. Gowing is looking for volunteers to
help make the week a success. Click here to
sign up to volunteer. 

Mrs. Gowing is also looking for volunteers to do
face painting at the Scholastic Bookfair Carnival
Family Night. Please email her if you're
interested. All materials provided. 

Athletics

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature

Setting the Stage
By: Brett Harkey, Director of Fundraising and Community Relations

Last Saturday, I had the opportunity to watch the Liberty
Common High School band take the stage at the CMEA
(Colorado Music Educators Association) yearly convention,
hosted at the beautiful Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado
Springs. Hopeful ensembles submit an audition recording a
year in advance for consideration, and our band was
chosen from among many groups across the state for
inclusion in this year’s program. The band’s performance
was the culmination of years of work and investment by our
dedicated and talented band director, Mr. Dave Lunn, as
well as the many years of devoted practice and preparation
on the part of our student-musicians.

 
Their performance was spectacular.

Our young musicians performed with
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aplomb, under the expert direction of Mr.
Lunn. This opportunity to perform on an
elevated stage, under bright lights, and in
front of an attentive audience was one
they will not soon forget. They
represented Liberty Common High
School in the very best of ways by
displaying goodness, truth, beauty, and
perfection, while weaving together
beautiful melodies and rhythms. You
might say they “rose to the occasion.”
 
Often in life, context shapes our behavior. When dining at a five-star restaurant, we come
dressed in a fitting manner. Our speech and conduct is shaped by the environment of dim
lighting and white tablecloths, and we tip according to the level of service and quality of
food. It would certainly be out of place if we came dressed in the same manner as we
would for a cold, outdoor football game. Or if we cheered for the waitstaff each time a new
dish was delivered to a patron’s table. Or if we called out across the restaurant for a
beverage. Or if we paid with a crumpled five-dollar bill.
 
Each context naturally has a different, but widely accepted, set of cultural norms and
behavioral expectations.
 
In the sphere of the performing arts, the context for the performance is essential. On an
elevated stage under focused lighting, performers are at their most attentive because all
eyes (and ears) are on them. Musicians sit up straighter, they refrain from whispering to
one another, and they aim to play the right notes and rhythms to the best of their abilities.
Actors project their voices and facial expressions with the aim of delivering a message to
the very last row. Singers in a choir exude confidence, decorum, and dignity as they blend
many voices into one rich tapestry of sound.
 
Similarly, the behavioral norms for an audience are influenced by context. In a darkened
auditorium, attendees are quiet, attentive, and focused. During the performance, it is
inappropriate to wander in and out of the room, to talk to neighboring patrons, or to cause
distractions of any sort.  In this context, it’s widely understood that once the lights go
down, attendees are there for one reason—to listen to and to watch a beautiful, moving
performance. This honors the performers on stage who have devoted countless hours to
honing their craft. This also honors fellow attendees who carved time out of their busy
schedules to bask in the sublime pleasures of enjoying the fine arts by allowing them full
immersion into the performance without distraction.
 
Similar illustrations could be made about behavioral norms in an art museum, a dance
recital, or a poetry reading.
 
As a classically oriented school, we know the fine arts are an essential element of the
good life. With regard to music, Plato observed, “Music is a moral law.  It gives soul to the
universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and charm and gaiety to life and to
everything.” In this, he is speaking of the essence of music to shape the moral fiber of a
society as well as the ability of music to enhance imagination, creativity, and passion.
 
One of the goals of our Raise the Torch campaign is to build a performing-arts
center/auditorium to provide a place for our school community to experience beauty in a
fitting context. This anticipated space will be a place where each performer can put her or
his best foot forward and where audiences can delight in the good, the true, the beautiful,
and the perfect together. It will be a context appropriate for such an endeavor which
simultaneously exudes gravitas and joy.
 
Of course, this facility will have a myriad of other beneficial uses for our school
community. It will serve as a space for students to gather for each all-school Lyceum. It
will serve as the perfect location for Liberty Lectures. It will play host for the annual
Festival of Ideas. It will contain beautiful gallery space for art shows, and so much more.
 
When we build this performing-arts center/auditorium, it will enrich the delivery of our
already-excellent academic program and set the stage for more and better human



flourishing. May the resounding calls of “Bravo!  Brava! and Bravi!” echo throughout the
hall. That would be absolutely appropriate.

News Worth Repeating

Loveland Classical Symposium. Our friends at Loveland Classical Schools extended an
invitation for Liberty Common students, staff, faculty, and parents to join them at their
sixth-annual classical symposium scheduled for Sat 4 Feb 2023 from 9:00AM–3:00PM.
The event will include incredible talks on music, history, virtue, mathematics, philosophy,
art, literature, and much more. CLICK HERE for more information.

Immunizations. Parents, please review the 2023-2024 immunization letter from the
state. All non-medical vaccine exemptions must be submitted annually and can be
submitted for the 2023-2024 school year beginning Sat 1 July 2023. Vaccine rates are
available upon request. Please email school nurse, Natalie Dybzinski, with any
questions.

Free-Dress-Day Reminder. Fri 10 Feb 2023 is a free-dress day for elementary students.
Please review the free-dress-day guidelines from our Liberty Common Elementary
School-Wide Dress Code:
 
Clothing must be in good condition, not tattered, frayed, threadbare, or see-through. Tops
must have sleeves and must cover the shoulders, midriff, cleavage and
undergarments. Bottoms must be no shorter than three inches above the knee. No
knit/spandex/athletic leggings, jeggings, yoga pants, and tightly fitting skirts. No clothing
depicting violence or glorifying death, alcohol or drugs.
 
Please make special note leggings, jeggings, and yoga pants are not permitted on free-
dress days. Students arriving in leggings will be asked to change into dress-code-
compliant clothing. 

Tdap Vaccine. Colorado law requires students entering sixth grade to receive a tetanus-
diphtheria-pertussis (Tdap) vaccine before their first day of school. While the Tdap vaccine
is typically given at age 11, it may also be given as early as 10 years of age. When it is
given at age 10, it will:

Count as a valid adolescent Tdap dose
Meet Colorado’s sixth-grade Tdap school-vaccine requirement.

 
Please check with your healthcare provider if your student has not received their Tdap
vaccine. If your child does not receive the Tdap vaccine prior to entering the 6th grade,
regardless of their age, a certificate of medical or nonmedical exemption must be
submitted to the school. This will ensure your student is compliant with Colorado school
immunization law and able to attend school. For questions about vaccines or more
information, email school nurse Natalie Dybzinski. 

Liberty Gives Day.  Mark your calendar for our 3rd-
annual Liberty Gives Day on Wed 8 Mar 2023. Support
our Raise the Torch campaign during this online 24-
hour giving day and help make Liberty Gives Day a
smashing success.

Career Opportunities.  Liberty Common School is currently accepting applications for
openings starting Fall 2023. We offer competitive salaries, benefits, professional
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development, and the opportunity to work in one of the top-performing schools in the state.
 View all current career opportunities on our website.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth

From the 1934 high-school textbook
"Good Manners" used in "Household
Science" class of that day:  

“Rule No. 197. Punctuality. Be prompt and
give full time to your job. Keep your mind on
your work. While on the job, your time
belongs to your employer. Do not write
personal letters, make personal telephone
calls, or receive visits from friends, during

business hours.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions:
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting - Tue 28 Feb 2023 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org 
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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Give to Liberty
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